
Revelation:  A Vision of the Coming King 
When Heaven Sings – Revelation 19:1-5 

 
Introduction 
 
 

 Revelation 19 – Songs of Heaven 
There are 4 of them in the first part of Revelation 19. 

 Revelation 19:1-5 – The first 3 songs are ones that look back at what has just 

taken place. 

 Revelation 19:6-8 – A song that looks forward to the Marriage Supper of the 

Lamb. 
 
 

  Seeing and Hearing Chapter  

 “heard” – 19:1 ; 6  
In 19:1-10, there is a strong emphasis on what John heard 

o From Tribulation Martyrs 
o Church – Represented by the 24 Elders 
o Four Living Creatures – Angels (angels speak this as well) 

 

 “Saw” – He mentions 3x what he saw in 19:11 ; 17 ; 19 
In 19:11-21 the emphasis will be on what John saw.  
 
  

 Overview – the Great Transition to “After This” in 19:1 
In Revelation moving forward, we now move from seeing the kingdoms of man to the 
Kingdom of Jesus on the earth.  As we walk through these scenes of worship today, we 
should not that they will all come to be because of God’s righteous judgments on 
Babylon, the end time world system. 
 
When we previously walked through Revelation 16, we were able to see that John was 
able to behold the final seven bowls of God’s wrath that will be poured out on the earth. 
As the seventh bowl is poured out, John will be able to hear God’s voice from the 
Temple and the throne in heaven saying, “It is done!” (Revelation 16:17).  
 
Even though judgment is said to be complete at the pouring of this 7th and final bowl, we 
still had several more chapters (17 & 18) to walk through before the kingdom of God 
finally arrives on earth at Jesus’ Second Coming.  At that time, Satan will be bound in 
preparation for the Millennial Kingdom, which we will see and discuss in Revelation 20.   
 
 
After we finished Revelation 16, we were able to walk through Revelation 17 & 18, 
which gave us other details concerning the judgment of Babylon.  At the final demise of 
the kingdoms of man, the kingdom of God and His Christ will be established as we see 



in Revelation 11:15 Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud 
voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of 
our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.”  
 
In Revelation 17 & 18, John is shown the Great Prostitute, Babylon the Great — in both 
her background and ultimate destruction. Today, as we come to Revelation 19, John 
sees and hears the worship in heaven that springs forth from Babylon’s fall & defeat.   
 
Next week we will see the Marriage Supper of the Lamb with His bride, which will be 
followed by the return of Jesus Christ to the earth on a white horse at His glorious 
Second Coming. In many ways, Revelation 19 becomes the apex of Revelation for it 
describes the most important event remaining in history – the 2nd Coming. 
 

 The Dark before the Dawn 

As we get here today, the kingdom of the beast will have thoroughly corrupted the earth 
and a great darkness will prevail upon it.  During this time, all who are Tribulation Christ-
followers will have been hunted down and martyred on an unprecedented scale. The 
Christians that will be alive in the Tribulation will be the only ones void of the mark of the 
Beast.  The mark is necessary for any kind of economic means (13:17ff).  By refusing 
the mark of the Beast, they will place their lives in the greatest of dangers by refusing to 
worship the Antichrist. The result is that they will be in hiding, living off the black market, 
or they will be in the special place of protection provided by God.  If not for this book, all 
will appear to be lost to them. 
 
Then, at the darkest hour—which is always just before the dawn—heaven will be 
opened and the long-awaited Savior King will be seen riding forth with the armies of 
heaven in glorious array!  
 
Thousands and thousands of years of this long expectant waiting will finally be over as 
King Jesus, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords will finally burst through the skies to 
bring to fruition the long awaited promise. When He gets here, he will in a moment shut 
down the rebellion at the Battle of Armageddon and will bring forth His righteous reign 
called the Millennial Kingdom.  
 
Not only is the 2nd Coming of Christ perhaps the most dramatic event in Scripture, 
it will also put an end to the downward trend of evil in history. The coming of the 
Righteous King to earth starts history on an upward path as the earth becomes what it 
was intended to be all along. The age of the Millennium will demonstrate what all of 
earth’s history should have been—with truly righteous rule by a righteous Man. Even 
this, in all its fullness, is to be surpassed in the final state when both sin and death are 
vanquished and the new heavens and new earth become the final place for the 
righteous of all ages as we will live in full communion with God (see Revelation 21:4 He 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 
shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 
passed away.” 
As we now read the text for today, there are several ways to outline and look at this 
section of Revelation 19, but ultimately and foundationally, this this section is one that 
is solely full of worship.  I sensed that this is the best direction for us today to fully 
examine How Heaven Worships God!  After all, no offense to how some of us may think 



the quality of our worship his here, it pales in comparison to those of our brothers and 
sisters in Christ who are already in heaven and are worshiping in that environment.   
 
They have much to teach us about what our worship should consist of and what it ought 
to look like.  So, let’s learn from them about how heaven worships God and Christ. 
 
 

We are to worship Him because of… 

1.  Who He is – 19:1-2a 
Revelation 19:1 After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great 
multitude in heaven, crying out, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power 
belong to our God,  
 
We now get heaven’s full perspective on the fall of Babylon.  This perspective is 
manifested in a series of short songs/psalms/sayings that those already in heaven who 
have been long awaiting for this very moment now can no longer hold it in so they cry 
out “Hallelujah!”   
 
I say they are likely songs because everyone is saying them at the same time and they 
are not direct quotes from specific scriptures.  They seem to be a type of song they may 
be singing/saying. 
 
 

 By Today’s End 

By the time we are done today with this “talk”, we will see all the redeemed of every 
age, who when on earth knew something of this awful power of evil and 
unrighteousness of Babylon, will be rejoicing that the Great Prostitute is forever 
overthrown done away with. 
 
 

 “After this” 

After Babylon’s fall and just before the second coming is this new scene before us in the 
sequence of John’s vision.  John is taking in heaven’s response to the full finality of 
Babylon’s crushing defeat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 “I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude 
 in heaven,” 
 
Q:  Who is likely the great multitude? 
It is most likely the same ones that we have already seen in two other places… 



Revelation 6:9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of 
those who had been slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. 
10 They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long 
before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 
11 Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the 
number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who were 
to be killed as they themselves had been.  
**Incidentally in our generation, persecution and particularly martyrdom in Christianity 
is increasing every year all over the planet.  In each death, they are adding up to the 
number that will be the finished number according to God.  So, it would help us to have 
heaven’s perspective even though we do not desire for any Christ-follower to die for 
their faith.  As we hear about them, they are adding up in the count of God until it will 
happen no more and never again at the destruction of Babylon’s system. 
 
The other place we see this multitude 
Revelation 7:9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could 
number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing 
before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm 
branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs 
to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
**This would have been an amazing reality for John to see – as he sees this great 
multitude of every nations, tribe, people and language standing before the Lamb – he 
will be seeing the fulfillment of Jesus’ command in the Great Commission in... 
 
Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
 
A couple of weeks ago in Revelation 18:20, they are told to rejoice and that is exactly 
what they begin to do.  18:20 Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and 
apostles and prophets, for God has given judgment for you against her!” 

 
They now full obey the instructions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 “crying out, “Hallelujah!” 
 

 Alleluia/Hallelujah 
Hallelujah is a transliteration of the Hebrew words “Praise Yah!” and the first place in 
scripture where it was used is in Psalm 104:35 Let sinners be consumed from the 
earth, and let the wicked be no more! Bless the Lord, O my soul! Praise the Lord! 
 
This word was very common for the people in the Old Testament where it is used 23x, 



mainly in the Psalms.  When it was used in the Old Testament it was mainly in the 
context of God judging the ungodly for their sin and granting salvation to His people.   
 
In our context and for us when we say it - it means “Praise the Lord”!   
 
At times Revelation 19 has been referred to as the Hallelujah chorus as the word is 
used 4x in just six verses.  
 
I find it very interesting that in the whole New Testament, from the Gospels and other 
writers, they never use the word until now and again, it is used 4x in six verses.  It 
almost means that even with all of the amazing things we see in the Bible, this phrase 
and response is most fitting in the fall of Babyon.  It is a phrase that has been reserved 
for this very moment before Jesus’ Second Coming. 
 
As Babylon’s friends stood far off were mourning her destruction in utter dismay - 
heaven is seen rejoicing at the event and they see it gloriouse.  The end of Babylon will 
bring about the greatest of rejoicing in heaven. 
 
They now get quite detailed in their worship of Who He Is! 
 

When Heaven Worships 
 “Salvation and glory and power” 

As the martyrs begin to use their words, their initial response in worship to God is in 
regard to Who He Is, if that sounds a bit familiar around here!  They praise and worship 
Him for 3 specific things. 
 
In the Greek, there is a definite article “the” before all three of these words, which 
means that God is all three of these.  These words are true of Who He Is!  
 

 (1) The Salvation 

Salvation means “deliverance”.  This is a work that belongs to God alone as He alone is 
salvation.  It is not found anywhere else but in Christ Jesus.   
 
They call him “the Salvation” and worship Him for it.  He is the rescuer in delivering His 
people from the enemy and their enemies. 
 
God saves, not us. 
 
 

 (2) The Glory 

The glory of God is all of the manifestations of every single reality of Him that is holy 
and true.   
 
God’s glory is all of the moral excellencies that are true of His eternal essence and 
character. 
 
His glory is the manifestation of His essence as God. 
 
 



 (3) The Power 

God alone has the power to save and they have no doubt that they are in heaven not 
because of something they did on the earth, but because of what Christ did on the 
earth.  
 
1 John 3:8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has 
been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to 
destroy the works of the devil.    
 
They worship Him in passion and very loud for He overthrew and destroyed the World’s 
system of extreme godless corruption.   
 
Notice, they do not need any convincing that God can do whatever He wants to 
do and no one can stop Him.  Q:  Do you and I believe this? 
 
  

 Summary of their Worship of Who He Is 
These three great realities about God incredibly move the martyred saints in heaven to 
this undeniable worship of God’s vast glory.  Just as they awaken in them a deep 
passionate worship response, they should do that in us as well. 
 

 His Salvation – Awaken in us thankfulness 

 His Glory – Awaken in us deep awe 

 His Power – Awaken in us total trust that He can anything. 
 

 “belong to our God”, 
This is really important to notice – God does not acquire these characteristics or 
become them.  They belong to Him alone.  They are found in Him alone. 
 
 

 “our God”, 
These speaking this here are all of those who rejected the god of the world as the false 
Messiah to embrace Jesus, die for Jesus and are now glorified with Jesus.  He is “our 
God” - suggesting community, relationship, unity, & togetherness. 

 
They worship because… 

2.  What He Does/Done – 19:2b 
19:2b for his judgments are true and just; for he has judged the great prostitute 
who corrupted the earth with her immorality, and has avenged on her the blood of 
his servants.”  
 
In the second part of verse 2 here, they begin to worship Him for what He has done 
by His Will and purpose.  This is also a key part in our worship of Christ.  We are to 
exalt Him for what He does by His will and actions.  Let’s now look at this aspect from 
them.  They say… 
 

 “for his judgments are true and just;” 



 

 His Judgments 
When God makes decisions they are always completely grounded in His perfect 
holiness and wisdom, therefore God cannot do anything at all but be just and true in 
those decisions. 
 
They worship Him for his decision to destroy Babylon!  **This day is really coming!** 
 

 
 
 
His judgments are two things… 
 

o True 
God loves truth!  Jesus is the truth!  He has perfect knowledge of all things so He never 
acts without perfect insight and information on something that needs to be done or 
happen.  He does not allow hearsay evidence to affect Him in any way.  BTW, He 
intrinsically knows all things, meaning that He does not have to seek out 
information ever! 
 
So, because God is true, He will always be consistent and the same in all He does and 
says.  He is consistent with Himself, never contrary to anything He does and says. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o Just/righteous 
These words about Him have already been spoken in 16:7 And I heard the altar 
saying, “Yes, Lord God the Almighty, true and just are your judgments!” 
 

 Is God Unfair? 

There are many who read Revelation or other parts of the Bible or maybe they deduce 
by looking at their life, and they come to the conclusion that God is unfair, unjust, harsh, 
& not loving.  Those in heaven see God as always just & fair in every manner. 
 
The Bible reveals that heaven sees what is contained in God’s judgments as being 
completely just and righteous.   

 

His judgments are not evidences of His injustice,  



rather they are a great testimony of His righteousness. 
 
With man though, his judgments are never exactly true or just/righteous for it is 
invevitable that selfishness or political persuasion creeps in to influence decisions.  With 
God this is never true!  
 
Listen to what the Psalmist has to say about God in regard to being just/righteous! 
Psalm 119:137 Righteous are you, O Lord, and right are your rules. 
 
Psalm 19:9 the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the Lord 
are true, and righteous altogether. 10 More to be desired are they than gold, even 
much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is from these two foundational realities about God – that His judgments are true and 
righteous – that will bring about the two specific actions His truth and justness will usher 
in, that is that God is right in judging her for these two specific reasons. 
 

(1) Judge the Great Prostitute who corrupted the World     
 

 “corrupted” – Greek is ‘ruin ; destroy ; seduce; corrupt, mislead 

 
Every person in Heaven who will be praising God, they will have in some way been 
greatly affected by the reality of sin and corruption of the world’s system.  They will 
know with perfect minds the true reality of sins devastation. They know the ruin and that 
is why they ask, “How long until you stop all of this?” 
 
Her great sin is her corruption of the world from the glory of Jesus and leading the world 
to a life of sin. 
 
Looking back at Revelation 6:10 They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign 



Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on 
those who dwell on the earth?” 
The final answer to their plea has come! 
 
 

(2) Avenge the blood of the Servants 
We saw back in 17:6 And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints, the 
blood of the martyrs of Jesus. 
In many ways she will live on and get her purpose in the killing of God’s people. 
 

 “avenge” – ekikew – complete giving of justice to avenge 

 
It is God who will avenge the blood of the saints - it is a job that is high on His list. 
 
The kingdoms, religions, economics of man, etc. have been headed to the place of 
killing God’s people throughout history and in the last days it will reach its apex.   
 
All of these things – false religions, life based on riches and wealth, etc. are solely 
based on the abominations of man, therefore it was natural for Babylon to completely 
hate God and His people. 
John 15:18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of 
the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose 
you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A 
servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they 
kept my word, they will also keep yours. 21 But all these things they will do to you on account of 
my name, because they do not know him who sent me. 

 
In the very end, He does not let the spilled blood of His servants to go unnoticed nor 
unavenged. 

 
We worship Him also for… 

3.  What He Brings About – Revelation 19:3 
Here is their 2nd Song… 
19:3 Once more they cried out, “Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up forever 
and ever.” 
 
They affirm that it is right that she who laid the whole world in ruins with her immorality 
now lies in ruins. A big piece of their God exalting worship is found in Babylon’s 
destruction. 
 
They love the idea of her never rising again and that all false religions will be gone. 
 

 “goes up” – Present tense and in the Greek the idea is “ongoing”.  It is the 

very same verb tense in 14:10ff that describes the ongoing torment of those in hell. 
 
 
 

 “forever and ever.” – the meaning is final and permanent.  It will burn until 

the new heaven and earth. 



 
 
You see, God gets great glory by her destruction, and the “smoke of her burning” will 
be like a memorial of her defeat for the glory of Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
4.  Where we are to place Ourselves – 19:4 
19:4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and 
worshiped God who was seated on the throne, 
The fact that they are differentiated from the first group reveals they are a different group 
contained in heaven’s citizens. 

 
There is one places we should spend a lot of time at: Being bowed down before Him. 
 

 Deep Worship 

Deep Worship is always borne out of relationship.  You can always tell how a 
relationship is going by the words that are spoken as well as the actions expressed to 
one another.  Deep worship that is found in both words and actions are found within 
something called time! 
 
We first met the 24 Elders back in Revelation 4 and by way of reminder, they represent 
in Revelation the raptured church.  They are different than those who we call the 
Tribulation Martyrs, for if they weren’t, then there would not be a differentiation between 
them all. 
 
As we meet them again, they are doing the same thing as they were in Revelation 4. 
Revelation 4:10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on the 
throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before 



the throne, saying, 11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and 
honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and 
were created.” 
 
Though they did not go through the Great Tribulation, they worship God over the 
destruction of the world’s system. 
 
The fact that they cannot be found doing anything but worship speaks volumes about 
the 24 Elders – or the practice of the church! 
 
They are mentioned 6x in Revelation – 4:10 ; 5:8 ; 5:14 ; 7:11 ; 11:16 ;19:4 and in 
every instance they are doing the same thing – falling down to worship.  Remember, 
they are representative of the raptured church in heaven.   
 
They are worshipers plain and simple.  So they now join in the worship of heaven since 
they are of heaven.  This is also the last time we see them in the book. 
 
The worship that we see here is totally free and unashamed.  There is no fear of man, 
no pride, issues of their past aren’t in the way.  No one here on earth has ever 
consistently worshiped as we will in heaven and the reason is that here, we still have to 
deal with so much from our selfishness that can really get in the way.  Stuff just hinders 
here unfortunately.  We overthink our worship and rob from ourselves lost moments of 
deep connection with Christ. 
 

 
We worship Him because of… 
5.  Where He is – 19:4 
“who was seated on the throne,” 
 
Q:  Who is seated on the throne? This is likely the Father being referred to 

here. 
 
After all has collapsed God will be at the same place that He has always been at – on 
His heavenly throne.  As Babylon lies in ruins, God is still seated in His Sovereign 
Authoritative place. 
 
**This strongly affirms and emphasizes the permanency of His Sovereignty over all 
things.  
 

Nothing gets to overrule Him! 
 

They worship Him for where He is found –  
Sovereign Ruler on the throne of Heaven. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  6.  Who is To Respond to God – 19:5 

19:5 And from the throne came a voice saying, “Praise our God, all you his 
servants, you who fear him, small and great.” 
 
This is likely another angel speaking because the voice says “our God”. 
 
This is a command to worship – to sing Hallelujahs! 
 
 
Psalm 134:1 Come, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, who stand by 
night in the house of the Lord! 2  Lift up your hands to the holy place and bless 
the Lord! 3  May the Lord bless you from Zion, he who made heaven and earth! 
 
 
All of the redeemed are to praise and worship! 


