
Revelation: A Vision of the Coming King 
The Victory of Jesus 
Revelation 19:17-21 

 
 Introduction 
 
1.  The Calling of the Birds – 19:17a 
19:17a Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to 
all the birds that fly directly overhead, 
 

 “then I saw” 
John is continuing to communicate that this portion of the revelation of Jesus is one of 
“seeing”, not “hearing” as it was in the earlier part of chapter 19.  This is the second time 
he says “I saw” in the chapter.  One more is to come in 19:19 as he see the Antichrist. 
 

 Context of These Words 

As Christ and His army are in the sky, at the very same time the Antichrist’s army is 
gathered on the earth to do battle against Christ and His followers.  It is this context that 
these words from this angel are spoken. 
 

 “an angel standing in the sun” 

Standing is ἐστῶτα [estōta] and it is in the perfect tense, meaning “having 
stood”. The angel had taken his position prior to John seeing him. 
 
This must have been quite the sight for John to take in and behold.  We know this from 
earlier with the fourth bowl judgment, which was a part of the last of God’s judgments to 
be poured out that this happened with the sun… 
Revelation 16:8 “The fourth angels poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was 
allowed to scorch people with fire.  They were scorched by the fierce hear, and 
they cursed the name of God who had power over these plagues.  They did not 
repent and give Him glory”. 
 
Both of these two things will be quite the sight as the light from both of them will be 
brilliant in the sky.  The light of the angel and the light from the sun will both be on full 
display. 
 
Just how the angel stands in the sun is not explained. Whether he stands in the sun 
itself or merely in its light is not specifically stated. As a supernatural spiritual being this 
would be no problem for an angel, but probably the idea is that he will stand in the direct 
path of sun light, but possessing even greater brilliance so that he can be seen. The 
image is one of great brilliance and light, which again manifests and emphasizes this 
whole scene as an act of God’s glory, especially His holiness, righteousness and 
justice. 
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 “and with a loud voice he called” 

This is the seventh time in Revelation that a “loud voice” is used to communicate 
something very significant.  It was used before in 6:10 ; 7:2, 10 ; 10:3 ; 14:15 ; 18:2 
and now in 19:17. 
This is an attention getting book that demands us to closely see, experience, and 
understand.  All of this “loudness” indicates something big is about to take place. 
 

 “he called to all the birds that fly directly overhead”, 
The angel under God’s sovereignty now summons the birds of the natural world to take 
part in a key piece of His 2nd Coming.   
 
The angel does not speak to man, but to birds—a special kind of bird. Literally it says, 
“to all the birds, to those which fly in mid heaven.” He is not just talking about 
birds which fly, but about those that are noted for soaring high in the sky and 
noted for eating flesh, i.e., vultures, buzzards, and perhaps even hawks and 
eagles.  In taking a look at Matthew 24:28, the Greek word means “eagle, vulture,” just 
as we can also see in Job 39:26-30. 
 
 

 
2.  A Certain and Sure Announcement – 19:17b 
19:17b “Come, gather for the great supper of God, 
 

 Certain Announcement 

This is another invitation, the second found in Revelation 19, the first of which is the 
invitation of the saints to Marriage Supper of the Lamb to His Bride, the church. 
 
These two invitations are very much opposite of one another, as one is of the utmost joy 
and the other is of the greatest tragedy where God’s enemies are killed. 
 
The birds are then commanded to assemble for a very special meal. “Come” is a verb of 
command or exhortation.  “Gather” is an aorist passive imperative suggesting urgency, 
“be gathered.”  
 

 “for the great supper of God”, 
“For the great supper of God,” - for the slaughter of the armies of the world. 
 
This announcement is one of absolute certainty and the command is not one that says 
this may happen, rather, it is one that is definitely going to take place so they have no 
other choice but to obey their maker communicating to them through the angel. 
 

 Suppers in the Bible 
Supper is δεῖπνον [deipnon] and it is the same exact word in the Greek that depicts the 
marriage supper of the Lamb seen previously in this chapter. In both these suppers, 
God is the host but in each there are different guests and focuses.  
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These here who will be killed for this supper all share and partake in the curse of 
Deuteronomy 28:26 And your dead body shall be food for all birds of the air and 
for the beasts of the earth, and there shall be no one to frighten them away.  

 4 of in the New Testament 
1.  Supper of Salvation - Luke 14:16-24 
Luke 14:15 When one of those who reclined at table with him heard these things, he said to him, 
“Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!” 16 But he said to him, “A man 
once gave a great banquet and invited many. 17 And at the time for the banquet he sent his 
servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ 18 But they all 
alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and 
see it. Please have me excused.’ 19 And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to 
examine them. Please have me excused.’ 20 And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and 
therefore I cannot come.’ 21 So the servant came and reported these things to his master. Then 
the master of the house became angry and said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and 
lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and crippled and blind and lame.’ 22 And the servant said, 
‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.’ 23 And the master said to the 
servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come in, that my house may 

be filled. 24 For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.’” 

 
You reject this offer, then the 2nd one will mean nothing to you. 

2.  Lord Supper – Matthew 26 ; Luke 22 ; Mark 14 
Matthew 26:26 Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it 
and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 And he took a cup, 
and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, 28 for 
this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. 29 I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it 
new with you in my Father's kingdom.” 
 
Luke 22:14 And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 
15 And he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 
suffer. 16 For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 And he 
took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among 
yourselves. 18 For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until 
the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 20 And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup 
that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.[c] 21 But behold, the hand of 
him who betrays me is with me on the table. 22 For the Son of Man goes as it has been 
determined, but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!” 23 And they began to 
question one another, which of them it could be who was going to do this. 
 
Mark 14:22 And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave 
it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” 23 And he took a cup, and when he had 
given thanks he gave it to them, and they all drank of it. 24 And he said to them, “This is 
my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. 25 Truly, I say to you, I will not 
drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of 
God.” 

 
 

3.  Marriage Supper of the Lamb – Revelation 19:7, 9 



19:7 Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb 
has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 
 
19:9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to 
the marriage supper of the Lamb.” 
 

You reject the first supper, then you will not be at this one. 

 
 
4.  Marriage Supper of the Lamb – Revelation 19:17b 

19:17b “Come, gather for the great supper of God, 

 
Those who reject the first one, may end up being at this one,             not to eat, 

but to killed and then be eaten by the birds of the air. 
** They become the meal for this one. 

3.  Consuming & Cleanup of His Enemies – 19:18 
19:18 to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the 
flesh of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both 
small and great.” 

 
We should note here that God always has a plan in every kind of 

detail.  Here it is with the birds of the air. 
 

 3rd W – Common Words 

Flesh is used 5x in this verse alone, therefore we can easily see that something 
important is being emphasized.  God is going to deal with the flesh of mankind. Mankind 
from the beginning has willfully chosen to walk in our rebellious flesh against God, 
hating Him and exalting our fleshly desires. Now the day of His great patience has come 
to the most abrupt finality.   
 

 The Flesh 

This has always been our issue from the very beginning.  Our flesh keeps us away from 
Christ and in the text the flesh of man will be devoured. 
Romans 7:17 So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the 
desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. 19 For I do not do the 
good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 
 
John 6:60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; 
who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples were 
grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take offense at this? 62 Then what if 
you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? 63 It is the 
Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to 
you are spirit and life. 64 But there are some of you who do not believe.” 



The flesh constantly battles/wars against the Spirit. 
 
 

 The Cleanup 

In looking closely at 19:17-18, this verse reveals and indicates that part of the purpose 
of the gathering of the birds will be for the clean up. They gather to eat the flesh of every 
single remaining enemy of Christ who will be slain in this culminating battle.  
 

 The Classifications 

As we look at the text, the gathered army of the Antichrist will consist of all men who are 
divided and listed into 4 categories:  

• Kings  

• Captains of the Kings (literally “commanders of thousands)  

• Mighty men  

• Cavalry troops riding the horses  

• Men both free and slave, small and great.  
I think the reason they are listed and divided in this manner instead of just using the 
word “army”, is that at God’s judgment and victory at Armageddon, it will reveal this 
Biblical truth: The judgment of God with man comes upon any and all who reject 
Jesus for He does not show partiality to anyone who rejects Jesus as Lord.  
 
Romans 2:6 He will render to each one according to his works: 7 to those who by 
patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give 
eternal life; 8 but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but 
obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. 9 There will be tribulation and 
distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the Greek, 
10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and 
also the Greek. 11 For God shows no partiality.  
 

In His judgment God is no respecter of person  
and His judgment is the great equalizer of all. 

 
In life, these in the list were separated by class and by rank, but here we see kings and 
and slaves and freeman; small and great all brought to nothing more than food for the 
scavengers of that day! 
 

 Significant Point in the Text 
The point here is really clear with all of this language. During their lives, all of these 
groups listed were different. Some had power and gave orders, others carried them out, 
but in death they are all equal!  The truth is that death becomes the great leveler of 
mankind in regard to power, etc.  All have to face Jesus! 
 
No matter who we may be, when death comes, everything we have will mean nothing 
anymore.  Things like money, position, power, connections, influence, intellect  -
everything will be left to someone else.   
 
If you leave this world without having trusted Jesus as your Savior, then you have 
nothing but eternal separation from God to experience for all of eternity.  While many 



think they will make it because of this reason or the other, but the truth is, none will 
make it without Jesus. When you leave this world, you had better know Christ!  
 
There are three other passages that affirm what we are reading here 19:17 in regard to 
the birds of the air.   They are Ezekiel 39:17-20 ; Matthew 24:28 ; Luke 17:37.  Some 
confuse Ezekiel 39 to be more in line with Revelation 20:8, which takes place after the 
Millennial Kingdom, but the parallels equating those two are not accurate as it is pretty 
clear that Ezekiel 39 is connected to Revelation 19:17.  Also, in 19:17 the great supper 
of God involves all the armies of the earth, therefore we can see that Matthew 24:28 is 
also connected to Revelation 19:17, as it refers to the corpses that will fall in the battle 
when Christ returns, and the gathering of the birds to eat them. 
 
 
 
 

 Birds of the Air 
Ezekiel 39:17 “As for you, son of man, thus says the Lord God: Speak to the birds 
of every sort and to all beasts of the field: ‘Assemble and come, gather from all 
around to the sacrificial feast that I am preparing for you, a great sacrificial feast 
on the mountains of Israel, and you shall eat flesh and drink blood. 18 You shall 
eat the flesh of the mighty, and drink the blood of the princes of the earth—of 
rams, of lambs, and of he-goats, of bulls, all of them fat beasts of Bashan. 19 And 
you shall eat fat till you are filled, and drink blood till you are drunk, at the 
sacrificial feast that I am preparing for you. 20 And you shall be filled at my table 
with horses and charioteers, with mighty men and all kinds of warriors,’ declares 
the Lord God. 
 
Jesus said that at His Second Coming there would be great bloodshed upon which birds 
would feast and we see it in these passages… 

Matthew 24:27 For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the 
west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever the corpse is, there 
the vultures will gather. 
 
Luke 17:37 And they said to him, “Where, Lord?” He said to them, “Where the 
corpse is, there the vultures will gather.” 
 
Birds of prey are always in evidence where there is death, and the presence of the birds 
does not mean we have the same event, only the same kind of event. When God was 
questioning Job God said this to Job… 
Job 39:26 “Is it by your understanding that the hawk soars and spreads his wings 
toward the south? 27 Is it at your command that the eagle mounts up and makes 
his nest on high? 28 On the rock he dwells and makes his home, on the rocky 
crag and stronghold. 29 From there he spies out the prey; his eyes behold it from 
far away. 30 His young ones suck up blood, and where the slain are, there is he.” 
 
Here, the birds are invited to eat the flesh of God’s enemies killed in Armageddon. 
 
No one will escape as everyone will become food for the scavengers of the sky. 

 



Are there enough birds to really clean this up?   
Is this a realistic command that the birds will be able to 
complete? 
It is estimated that 1 million birds of prey migrate to Africa, Europe, and Asia and all of 
them in their migration passion over the same place of land – Palestine! 
 

 
 
4.  Culminating Conflict with Man – 19:19 
19:19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to 
make war against him who was sitting on the horse and against his army. 
 

 “And I saw the beast”  
This is the Antichrist, the beast who rose in a miraculous restoration from death and 
was worshiped by the inhabitants of the earth. 
 

 “and the kings of the earth with their armies” 

This includes the seven remaining kings of the ten-nation confederation who will give 
their power and authority to the beast. Later three will rebel and will be destroyed, so 
only these seven will be left as seen in Revelation 17:12-17 and Daniel 7:18.  But 
“kings” in 19:19 also refers to all the remaining kings of the earth, primarily the kings of 
the East who now band together in this final United Nations against Christ. 
 
These are the very kings spoken of by the Father in Psalm 2… 
Psalm 2:10 Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. 
11 Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. 12 Kiss the Son, lest he be 
angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all 
who take refuge in him. 
These are the final kings of history who will refuse to “kiss the Son, lest He be angry”, 
and the result is that they will “perish in the way”. 
 

 with their armies” 

All the armies of the world, armies that are enemies today, will join together to fight 
against the Lord Jesus when He returns. Armies that were fighting with one another just 
before Jesus comes back will join forces in a effort to defeat the Lord and His army. 
 
 

 “gathered to make war against him” – demonic behind it 

Literally “having been assembled in order to make war.” Remember, as John saw 
this vision of the future, he saw that they were originally assembled there by demonic 
activity as we can see in… 
Revelation 16:12 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river 
Euphrates, and its water was dried up, to prepare the way for the kings from the 
east. 13 And I saw, coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of 
the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like 



frogs. 14 For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the 
kings of the whole world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the 
Almighty. 15 (“Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays 
awake, keeping his garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen 
exposed!”) 16 And they assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is called 
Armageddon. 
 
 

 The Foolishness of Man 

This will be a global opposition to Christ and the Saints with Him and it emphasizes the 
absolute foolishness of man in its hatred to all things Jesus.  They gather to war against 
Him But now they see the sign of the Son of Man, and they join together against the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Revelation 17:14 They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer 
them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and 
chosen and faithful.”  
                                                                                                                           
Revelation 19:19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies 
gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the horse and against his 
army. 

 
 Orchestrated by God – He is Sovereign 
Zephaniah 3:8 “Therefore wait for me,” declares the Lord, “for the day when I rise 
up to seize the prey. For my decision is to gather nations, to assemble kingdoms, 
to pour out upon them my indignation, all my burning anger; for in the fire of my 
jealousy all the earth shall be consumed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
5.  The Capture of the Enemy – 19:20a 

19:20ab And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its 
presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the 
mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image.  
 
In 19:20, we are told that the beast and the false prophet will literally be seized, in 
the Greek “paizw”, which means to “seize, arrest, take into custody” and it was 
used to describe a violent seizure.  Never again will they deceive.  
 

 This Happens First 
This capturing of these two will take place at the very beginning of the conflict and we 
see that they are cast directly into the lake of fire. We met them both in Revelation 13… 
 

 The Antichrist 
Revelation 13:1 And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, 
with ten diadems on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. 2 And the beast 
that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's 
mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority. 3 One of 
its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the 
whole earth marveled as they followed the beast. 4 And they worshiped the dragon, for 
he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is 
like the beast, and who can fight against it?” 5 And the beast was given a mouth uttering 
haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two 
months. 6 It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name 
and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7 Also it was allowed to make war 
on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over every tribe and 
people and language and nation, 8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone 
whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of 
the Lamb who was slain. 

 
 

 The False Prophet 
Revelation 13:11 Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a 
lamb and it spoke like a dragon. 12 It exercises all the authority of the first beast in its 
presence, and makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal 
wound was healed. 13 It performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven 
to earth in front of people, 14 and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence 
of the beast it deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the 
beast that was wounded by the sword and yet lived. 15 And it was allowed to give breath 
to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast might even speak and might 
cause those who would not worship the image of the beast to be slain. 16 Also it causes 
all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave,[e] to be marked on the 
right hand or the forehead, 17 so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that 



is, the name of the beast or the number of its name. 18 This calls for wisdom: let the one 
who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is the number of a man, 
and his number is 666. 

 
 
The main purpose of the False Prophet was to deceive the earth dwellers into 
worshiping the first Beast who was miraculously restored and to cause them to receive 
his mark and worship his image as seen in Revelation 13:12-17.He was empowered by 
Satan to perform lying signs and wonders for the purpose of deception. 
 
Throughout the Tribulation Period, the Anti-Christ and the False Prophet will lead 
people to believe that they are almost superhuman and God Himself. They had used 
deception to convince the word that the Anti-Christ was, in fact, God. Their plan was so 
convincing that the world bowed down in reverence to the beast. 
 
However, when the Lord returns, it quickly becomes apparent that these men, despite 
all their bluster and their miracles, were nothing more than men. These men are taken 
and they receive a fate worse than death. They are cast alive into the Lake of Fire! They 
are sent directly into Hell. Jesus will claim absolute victory over these men. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
6.  Cast Alive in the Lake of Fire – 19:20c 
19:20c These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. 
The most dramatic part of the verse is the last part where it tells us these two were 
“thrown alive” into the lake of fire. Literally it says, “Alive, they were thrown, these 
two, into the lake of fire.”  
 

 Uniqueness of Their Fate 

There is a dramatic uniqueness in how they are dealt with when it is put next to how the 
kings and their armies perish.  They are treated different from the others who have 
rejected Christ. This is at the beginning of 19:21 “And the rest were slain by the 
sword that came from the mouth of him.”  

 

They are given the unique treatment of not being killed, 
instead they become the only two individuals in history  

to be cast alive directly into hell. 
 
Their responsibility as leaders of the great opposition to God in the Tribulation results in 
their being denied access to stand at the Great White Throne Judgment. 
 
The reason for the emphasis is that this is not the ordinary sequence of the doom of 
unbelievers.  
 
****They become the first humans thrown into the Lake of Fire. When you look at 
Revelation 20:10, they are still alive in the fire 1,000 yrs later – no annihilation!*** 
 

 The Sequence of Things Normally for the Lost 

1.  Death – Luke 16:22 
Luke 16:22 The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. 
The rich man also died and was buried,   
 

 
 
 
2. Torment in Hades – 16:23 
Luke 16:23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw 
Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 
Hollywood and Catholicism have hurt our understanding of Hades. 
It is a place for fire and torment and all those who are here will go into the lake of fire 
after the Great White Throne judgment. 
 
It is: (1) A place of torment (2) Can’t be prayed out of it (3) If you are there, your eternal 
state will certain and sure separation from God in Hell, the Lake of Fire- Rev 20:11-12. 



 
3.  Second resurrection that leads to the second death –  
Revelation 20:11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. 
From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 
 
Revelation 20:13a And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades 
gave up the dead who were in them, 

 
4.  Great White Throne Judgment – Revelation 20:11-12 
Revelation 20:11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. 
From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 
12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books 
were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the 
dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had 
done. 
 
 

5.  Lake of Fire or the second death – Revelation 20:14 
Revelation 20:14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is 
the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written 
in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  Death and Hades will be 
thrown in the Lake of Fire, it is different than Hell. 
The armies of the beast, for instance, will be killed, and will go to torment and follow the 
above sequence.  
 

 
Today, no one is in the Lake of Fire (hell). The Lake of Fire becomes populated as 
follows: 
 
1. The Beast and the False Prophet are cast alive into the Lake of Fire at the Second 
Coming of Christ (Rev. 19:20+). 
 
2. After the Second Coming, immediately prior to the Millennial Kingdom, the non-
believing goats among the nations are sent “into the everlasting fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels” (Mat. 25:41). 
 
3. The devil is cast into the Lake of Fire at the end of the Millennial Kingdom (Rev. 
20:10+). His angels, having been imprisoned in the scorched regions of Babylon and 
Edom during the Millennial Kingdom (see commentary on Revelation 18:2), are 
probably also cast into the Lake of Fire at this time (Mat. 25:41). 
 
4.  After the Millennial Kingdom and the Great White Throne Judgment, the unsaved 
dead, who are not written in the Book of Life, are cast into the Lake of Fire (Rev. 
20:15+). These awake from the dust of the earth to everlasting contempt (Dan. 12:2+). 
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 Exceptions to this Sequence 
1.  First Inhabitants of the Lake of Fire – Revelation 19:20c 
The Antichrist and the false prophet will go first into the Lake of Fire and all the other 
unbelievers will join them after the Millennial Kingdom and Great White Throne 
judgment. 
 

 The Lake of Fire’s Original Design 

Matthew 25:41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, 
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 
 
 

2.  Sheep and Goats – Matthew 25:31-46 
There seems to be one other exception to this sequence, which is the judgment of the 
living Jews and Gentiles who remain alive at His 2nd coming and who did not participate 
in the Battle of Armageddon. This event of the sheep and goats takes place after this 
battle is over. In these two judgments, believers and unbelievers are separated. The 
believers remain according to Matthew 25:34 to inherit the kingdom, and unbelievers 
seem to go directly to the lake of fire according to Matthew 25:41.   
 
This judgment on earth appears to take the place of the Great White Throne Judgment 
of Revelation 20 for living, unbelieving Jews and Gentiles after Christ returns to earth. 
Matthew 25:31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 
then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and 
he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 
goats. 33 And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the 
King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison 
and you came to me.’ 37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we 
see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when did we see you 
a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39 And when did we see you sick 
or in prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you 
did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 41 “Then he will say to 
those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me no drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not 
clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, 
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 
prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45 Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to 
you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And 
these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 

 
 Demons Know What is Coming 
Matthew 8:28 And when he came to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes, two demon-
possessed men met him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass that way. 
29 And behold, they cried out, “What have you to do with us, O Son of God? Have you come here 
to torment us before the time?” 

7.  Christ’s Sword – 19:21 



Revelation 19:21 And the rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth 
of him who was sitting on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their 
flesh. 
 
With the image of the great leaders being taken alive and cast into Hell still burning 
before their eyes, the Lord Jesus will speak the Word and all of these armies will be 
destroyed immediately, in just a moment of time! 
 
As I just said, their destination is Hades (Luke 16:22-23) where they will live in 
immediate torment for 1,000 years waiting for the Great White Throne Judgment in 
Revelation 20:11ff, which will occur after the 1,000 yr. reign of Jesus. 
 
As we saw earlier, Jesus Himself treads the winepress in Revelation 19:15 He will 
tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty.  Christ Himself 
does all the killing at His Second Coming. The sword coming from His mouth is His 
Word and is the sole basis for the death of those who oppose Him. 
 

 The Bloodshed on That Day 
The bloodshed will unimaginable on that day according Revelation 14:20 And the 
winepress was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as 
high as a horse's bridle, for 1,600 stadia. 
 

  Isaiah’s Description of Day of 2nd Coming 

Isaiah 34:1 Draw near, O nations, to hear, and give attention, O peoples! Let the 
earth hear, and all that fills it; the world, and all that comes from it. 2 For the Lord 
is enraged against all the nations, and furious against all their host; he has 
devoted them to destruction, has given them over for slaughter. 3 Their slain 
shall be cast out, and the stench of their corpses shall rise; the mountains shall 
flow with their blood. 
 
 
Their blood will saturate the cloths of the Lord Jesus as seen in 19:13 He is clothed in 
a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God.  
This robe is in reference to what He was about to do when “He will tread the 
winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty” (vs 15b).   
 
Following His speaking, the birds of the air will devour their rotting flesh. Without firing a 
single shot, Jesus will prove Himself greater than every opposing army and greater than 
all the military might men can muster against Him.  
 
What a horrible day that will be for all the enemies of the Lord!  But, what a glorious day 
it will be for those who love Him, look for Him and for those special ones who ride with 
Him! 
 
 
Those not killed in the first stage of the conflict, in that which takes place when the 
beast and false prophet are taken, are then killed. The point is that the whole army of 
the beast is wiped out.  
 



Shortly after His coming Jesus will take up the throne of David and all from among the 
nations who were not direct participants in the Battle of Armageddon are gathered 
before Him. There, He will separate the sheep from the goats and judge their eternal 
destiny by how they have treated His brethren—the faithful Jews who suffered so 
terribly as we see in Matthew 25:31-46.  Those who demonstrated their faith by 
providing for His brothers will be given entry into the kingdom, arriving in the kingdom 
just in time for the marriage feast to follow. 
 
Those who demonstrated their faith by providing for His brothers will be given entry into 
the kingdom, arriving in the kingdom just in time for the marriage feast to follow. 
 
In the church age that we currently live in clearly and magnificently reveals the grace of 
God and delayed final judgment. In the age to come, while continuing to reveal grace, 
will bring an end to this delay of His final wrath and His grace toward mankind. Christ’s 
victory is total and complete. 
 

This battle will be completely one-sided. 
 
Without firing one shot, Jesus will win the victory revealing how powerful He truly is! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 When Jesus Speaks, there is Power 

 

 1.  Fig Tree 
Matthew 21:18 In the morning, as he was returning to the city, he became hungry. 
19 And seeing a fig tree by the wayside, he went to it and found nothing on it but 
only leaves. And he said to it, “May no fruit ever come from you again!” And the 



fig tree withered at once. 20 When the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, 
“How did the fig tree wither at once?” 21 And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say 
to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what has been 
done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown 
into the sea,’ it will happen. 22 And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if 
you have faith.” 
 
 

 
 2.  Wind and Waves 
Luke 8:22 One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, “Let 
us go across to the other side of the lake.” So they set out, 23 and as they sailed 
he fell asleep. And a windstorm came down on the lake, and they were filling with 
water and were in danger. 24 And they went and woke him, saying, “Master, 
Master, we are perishing!” And he awoke and rebuked the wind and the raging 
waves, and they ceased, and there was a calm. 
 
 
 
 

 3.  Legion 
Mark 5:1 They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. 
2 And when Jesus[b] had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him out 
of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. 3 He lived among the tombs. And no 
one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, 4 for he had often been 
bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke 
the shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him. 5 Night and day 
among the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out and cutting 
himself with stones. 6 And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down 
before him. 7 And crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What have you to do 
with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment 
me.” 8 For he was saying to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” 
9 And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, 
for we are many.” 10 And he begged him earnestly not to send them out of the 
country. 11 Now a great herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, 12 and 
they begged him, saying, “Send us to the pigs; let us enter them.” 13 So he gave 
them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs; and the 
herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the sea 
and drowned in the sea. 
 

 4.  Dead Girl 
Mark 5:35 While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler's house some 
who said, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?” 36 But 
overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not 
fear, only believe.” 37 And he allowed no one to follow him except Peter and 
James and John the brother of James. 38 They came to the house of the ruler of 
the synagogue, and Jesus saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly. 
39 And when he had entered, he said to them, “Why are you making a commotion 



and weeping? The child is not dead but sleeping.” 40 And they laughed at him. 
But he put them all outside and took the child's father and mother and those who 
were with him and went in where the child was. 41 Taking her by the hand he said 
to her, “Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 42 And 
immediately the girl got up and began walking (for she was twelve years of age), 
and they were immediately overcome with amazement.  
 
 

 5.  Garden of Gethsemane 
John 18:3 So Judas, having procured a band of soldiers and some officers from 
the chief priests and the Pharisees, went there with lanterns and torches and 
weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to him, came forward and 
said to them, “Whom do you seek?” 5 They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 
Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. 
6 When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 
 
 
 
 

Q: Do you need Him to speak in your life today? 


