
Revelation:  A Vision of the Coming King 
The Readiness of the Bride - Part 1 – Revelation 19:6-7b 

 
Introduction 
 
The image of a marriage is used often in scripture and it is imagery is one that is very 
familiar to students of the Bible.   
 
In our day as well as in ancient times, weddings were/are one of the most celebrative 
events man experiences on earth during his lifetime. 
 
Marriage was a really big deal in the 1st century as it was the most important social 
event in a person’s life.  We may think weddings are elaborate today, but they do not 
hold a candle to them in ancient days in Israel as we will see as we journey through the 
text. 
 
Most often in our day, literally thousands of dollars are spent in an effort to create the 
most magical and perfect moment that marks the joining of a couple together in the 
covenant of marriage.  
 
At weddings now, the church gets decorated in special and at times glamorous ways; 
the bride is adorned in a white wedding dress; and the groom stands nervously at the 
front of the church as he awaits her entrance. It is indeed one of those special moments 
in the lives of those two individuals, their families, and for the people who know and love 
them so much.  
 
Typically, a wedding is followed by some kind of celebration. The time before a wedding 
is a bit different as it is filled with much planning, stress and many hours of preparation. 
 
In Heaven, things are a bit different as this text indicates that those in Heaven rejoice 
both before and after the wedding. I like that!  The cause of all this rejoicing in 
mentioned in 19:7 “Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage 
of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready”.  
This long awaited moment is taking place and it only leads to great worship and joy! 
 
In our text today, the marriage of the Lord Jesus to the church is the catalyst for 
Heaven’s anthems of praise. Those in Heaven lift their voices in four “Hallelujah’s” that 
fills heaven with great praise. 
 
As I communicated at the start of our study of Revelation, there are all kinds of views in 
regard to when some of these major events in the book take place.  I hold to a Pre-
Tribulation Rapture and Pre-millenial 2nd Return of Jesus perspective and you will hear 
that today. 

 
1.  The Roar of Worship – 19:6a 



19:6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar 
of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, 
 
We now encounter the 4th and last Hallelujah of the entire New Testament!  By way 
of reminder, all of them are found in the first six verses of this chapter.  Revelation 19 
contains the only times in the New Testament where the word “Hallelujah” (Praise God!) 
is expressed.  As we previously examined last week, it is as if the word has really been 
reserved for this very moment at the end of the Tribulation period.  The other New 
Testament writers did not use it one time in their writings.  
 

Revelation 19 is the Hallelujah Chorus 
of the whole entire New Testament. 

 
As we encounter this 4th Hallelujah being expressed, we will find used within the context 
of the corporate worship of the saints in heaven.   
 
In just a moment we will see that this Hallelujah is connected to the great transition that 
is on the doorstep of happening.  In heaven, they clearly get the times and know what is 
about to happen and this moment is so amazing that it causes them to get caught up in 
worship, as they have been ready for the next most important step to take place in 
regard to the authority on the earth. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  The Reign of Jesus – 19:6b 
19:6b crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. 
 



This roar of worship is coming from the long awaited expectation that all of the saints of 
God, from every age have been waiting on for thousands of years.  In the beginning, 
under His Sovereign leadership, God designed man to have dominion over the affairs of 
the world, but it all got lost in the Fall of Man in sin.   
Genesis 1:26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. 
And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the 
heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28 And God 
blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 
and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And God 
said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all 
the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 
30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have 
given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And God saw everything that 
he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the sixth day. 
 
When man decided the desire for fruit instead of God in the Garden of Eden and carried 
through on that desire and ate and sinned, every bit of this dominion got incredibly 
messed up.  Let me remind of Paul’s words in Romans 8… 
Romans 8:19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free 
from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children 
of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the 
pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as 
sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope 
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for 
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.   
 
Here is a bit of evidence in regard to the effects of the loss of godly dominion.  It got so 
bad not so long after the fall of man that we can see this in Genesis 6:11 Now the 
earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 And 
God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their 
way on the earth. 13 And God said to Noah, “I have determined to make an end of 
all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy 
them with the earth. 
There was nothing “good” to be found on the earth as everything was corrupt in the 
eyes of God. 

This is not how things will remain forever! 
 
You see, when Jesus returns to the earth for the 2nd time, it will not be in obscurity, but it 
will visible for the entire world to behold!  As His feet land here, immediately the world 
will transition from the fallen earthly authority of man to the reign of righteousness with 



King Jesus.  Man’s dominion will be over and man’s rule will never happen again. 
 
Up until that very moment, from our time until His return, it will all continue to get worse, 
because lost men and women will be in the key places of power and influence.   
 
When Adam and Eve sinned, they lost this dominion that God gave them as they 
submitted themselves to the plan of satan, not God.   
 
What man lost in the Garden will now be taken back by the returning God-man, who is 
the King of Kings and Lord of Lords - Jesus Christ!  

The Hallelujah Chorus of Revelation 19 concludes with praise for the reign of the 
Almighty and Sovereign Lord. He is the Omnipotent Lord as there is none beside Him. 
He alone stands as the God of the universe. We know & serve the One who stands as 
the ruler of all things, both great and small and that is why both small and great are too 
worship Him! 

 
Isaiah 45:5 I am the Lord, and there is no other, besides me there is no God; I 
equip you, though you do not know me, 6 that people may know, from the rising 
of the sun and from the west, that there is none besides me; I am the Lord, and 
there is no other. 7 I form light and create darkness; I make well-being and create 
calamity; I am the Lord, who does all these things. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  The Rejoicing of THE Marriage of Marriages – 19:7a 
19:7a Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb 
has come, 
 

 “Let us” 

This continued singular focus in the corporate worship of Jesus by those in heaven 
should not in any way be overlooked by us, for heaven does not seem to in any way be 



about individualism. The great voice of a great multitude is being spoken – all of the 
heavenly voices in their exultation of Christ. 
  
I love this little phrase, “let us” for when I picture it several images pop into my head. 

(1) They are speaking to one another & as they speak, they are saying 
together the same exact content! 
 

(2) You can hear their patient expectation now being fulfilled – They are 
pumped over this moment! 
 

(3) Christianity and Worship has always been more than individual worship  
The design has always been to be together corporately to exalt Him with others.  

 
 “rejoice and exult and give him the glory,” 
We will in detail shortly see, that their rejoicing is tied to one of the more significant 
events that will take place early on in His Millennial reign, which will be His Marriage to 
His Bride, the church.  Their rejoicing comes as if “the wedding bells are starting to 
ring” or the “wedding march begins to be played”. 
 

This marriage will be the Greatest Marriage 
 and celebrations of all time. 

As guests of this wedding, they get caught up in worship before it is finalized!  They just 
start celebrating and worshiping! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 “for the marriage of the Lamb”  
Jesus is seen as the Lamb 30x in Revelation! 
 
We need to ask the question to understand the timing of things this: Q: Where does 
this celebration and union take place? Where it takes place will also answer the 
question as to when it likely will happen, so we will look at this in a moment.  
 
We have all been there somewhere as we are sitting at a church and everyone is 
waiting with anticipation for the wedding march to begin, that time when the bride will 
make her grand entrance. In our culture, It is the highlight of weddings, but this wedding 



we are discussing today will be unlike any we’ve ever heard about and known.  Here is 
the main reason:  As the Bridegroom stands to take His bride, He will be the focus of 
attention, not the bride. The “Hallelujah’s” are reserved for the Bridegroom, not the 
Bride!  
 
Again, let’s ask the question:  Q: Where and when does this event take place that 
they are so excited about that they get caught up in worship? 
 

 The Options 

(1) In Heaven before the 2nd Coming in 19:11! 
Or it takes place… 

(2) After the 2nd Coming, so on the earth after 19:11!  
 
If one just looks at the text here, you would have to come to the conclusion that the text 
does provide the clearest of details, but you can discern with fair certainty this answer.   
 
Here is what we can say as to when and where… 
(1) It certainly takes place after the Fall of Babylon in Revelation 18! 
(2) Most Likely, it takes place on the earth after the second coming  
 
 
Another question that will aid us in understanding what is going on here is this one:  

Q: Who is speaking here? Many conservative scholars believe that this is the voice 
of the Martyred Tribulation Saints and Pre-church saints, and that they are speaking 
about the church as the Bride of Christ.  If this is truly the case, which I believe it is, then 
the celebration feast is in regard to Christ’s relationship with the church age believers.  
 
If this is the case, then the implication is that the Old Testament Saints (Pre-Pentecost 
Believers) & Martyred Saints are unbelievably excited about the truth of the church as 
Jesus’ Bride and her marriage to Him as the Bridegroom. 
 
 
 
 
 

**Special Note** 
 Jewish Marriage Culture 

We also have to look a bit further to understand Jewish culture and marriage and in so 
doing, we will be able to get a better idea about the meaning of all related to this event. 
 

  First Century Engagements, Weddings, Celebrations 

 3 Phases of 1st Century Marriage 
Weddings were framed by 3 key/important events: 
 

1.  Betrothed/Engagement - The Contract 



This period was entered into by both sets of parents and most often, a marriage 
contract was made when the future couple were mere kids and even at times before 
they were even born.  
 
In those days, choosing the family of your marriage was more important than the 
individual person you would marry.  This way of doing things allowed for marriages to 
last as they were grounded in two families and in the eyes of God not just romantic 
feelings and looks.  Feelings faded, but two strong families would ensure the lasting of a 
marriage, as the families would be indelibly linked for all their days, until death parted 
the couple.  This unity of both families would bring a stability that saw marriages all the 
way through to the end. 
 
As they got engaged and the contract established, a dowry was given as a key part of 
the initial contract of marriage.  When this happened, even though they may have been 
really young, it meant that they were already “legally married”. 
 
This period/event is what we know in the west as an engagement. However, the major 
difference lies in the fact that this was a binding agreement! When a couple was 
betrothed/engaged, they were already considered married! There was no getting out of 
it, except through a divorce or death!  
 
Even though the couple did not live in the same house or share the same bed, they 
were nonetheless married!  Another big major difference was that the engaged couple 
were in that state because the parents of the bride and groom. There was no picking 
who you wanted to marry, it was done for you.  
 

Love was not soley the basis for marriages.  
You didn’t marry for love, you loved whom you married! 

It is a lesson we could use a bit of today! 
 
 
 
 
The wedding contract was made before the foundation of the world as they Father 
made a decision about redeeming us in Christ before anything ever was, before there 
were even people here.  Through Christ, we are redeemed in salvation.  When a person 
enters into a salvation relationship with Christ, they are now “legally” united with Him 
until our final salvation is completed. 
 
Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even 
as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and blameless before him. 
 
Philippians 1:6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will 
bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. (not complete until the day of Christ) 



First, Paul reminds us that since God has begun our salvation, we can rely on Him to 
complete it: “he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion.” God always 
finishes what He starts, especially the salvation of His people. 
 
Second, Paul says that God, having begun His work in our lives, “will bring it” to 
completion. This indicates that God not only guarantees the completion of our salvation, 
but is actively involved in the believer’s life to bring this to pass. 
 
Third, we can see in Philippians 1:6 our certainty of successful “completion” if God’s 
saving work truly has begun in us. Far from dreading the future, every believer 
possesses a hope that is certain for the most joyful, glorious, and holy destiny through 
faith in Jesus. 
 
So right now, the church, the bride of Christ is in the midst of this engagement stage! 
We are “legally married” to Christ and we have been chosen, picked by the Heavenly 
Father to be united with Christ (Ephesians 1:4) and we are married to Jesus right 
now!  Even though we don’t live where He is right now, we are waiting for Him to come 
and get us so we can to go to Him and enter into the next stage of the marriage.   
 

Notice… 
 

The Bride is already His  
prior to His coming for her. 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 

 2.  The Presentation Period of the Bride 
At the appropriate time and age of the two, the wedding would take place and this 
period consisted of a great celebration in which the Bridegroom would present his bride 
to all of the guests who had been invited to the wedding.   
 
At that time, as the Bridegroom would be almost done getting his home ready to take 
his bride to it, they would plan and execute a celebration.  
 
It was a time of celebration that was full of eating, dancing, fellowship, etc.  They often 
lasted a week and during the whole time you would entertain people daily.  With the 
really wealthy or with royalty, this period might last several weeks in regard to feasting 
and celebration. 
   

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Philippians%201.6


Weddings were very different from our way of doing things in our culture.  Here the 
Bride is the main focus of the wedding, but in Jewish culture, the Bridegroom was the 
center of the wedding.   
 

He is the one who would present the bride to everyone  
during this period of the marriage. 

 
Up until they would take their vows, each of them still lived in their parents homes with 
until the Bridgegroom finished the building of his home.  If you had sons, usually just a 
room would be added onto the home and the husband and wife would live in the home 
of the father of the son.   
 
When the home was ready, the Bridegroom would go with his attendants to get her and 
the presentation period of the bride would commence.  Even though they were legally 
married, they would have not have sex with one another until after the vows were made.  
Therefore She would be a virgin as the marriage would not have as of yet been 
consummated. 
 
He presented her the whole time to everyone – “this is my beloved” and all would be 
able to see the beauty of the bride during this time. 
 
When everything was ready, he and his friends would go to the girl’s house, pick her up 
and then escort her to his home and this period began.  There is a strong emphasis 
here on the preparation time from the Bridgegroom’s side of things.   
 
You can see this played out in Matthew 25:1 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be 
like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of 
them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 For when the foolish took their lamps, 
they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5 As 
the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight 
there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 
 
The women had to be ready, not the man.  Brad Paisley and Andy Griffith song “Waiting 
on a Woman” could not have been written in the 1st Century!  
Again, when the time of the wedding arrived, the Father of the groom would send the 
bridegroom and his friends to the bride’s home. They would get her and bring her back 
to the groom’s house, which he had prepared for her, with great celebration and joy.  
 
I believe that in the rapture of the church, this is when the 2nd part of this relationship 
happens.  It is when the bridegroom comes to receive his bride before the Tribulation.  
 
This is what we are waiting on today! We are bethrothed/married to Christ, but we are 
just waiting on the Bridegroom to come and call His bride to come meet Him so he can 
present her.  
 
This is why there are so many places that speak of being ready for His coming.  The 
church is to live ready for the Rapture.  Here are some of them: 
 



Church is presented at the rapture according to John 14:3. 
John 14:3 “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you 
to myself that where I am you may be also.”  
In the rapture he comes to get his Bride and take her to heaven for the Presentation 
Period.  During the rapture the presentation takes place during the entire 7 years where 
there is feasting, worship, celebration and waiting for the Marriage Feast, Vows and 
final consummation. 
 

 Bethrothal and Presentation in 1 Verse 

2 Corinthians 11:3 I wish you would bear with me in a little foolishness. Do bear 
with me! 2 For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one 
husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ. 3 But I am afraid that as the 
serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a 
sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 
I gave you the Gospel in the betrothal period to get your engage to Christ and my desire 
is to present you pure to Christ at the time of the ceremony.  The Word of the Gospel is 
what will keep you pure until the ceremony. 
 
Vs 3 – that you would drift and defile yourself from the one you are betrothed to – 
Christ! 
 

 Bride and Relationship to the Church 
Ephesians 5:22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the 
husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his 
body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also 
wives should submit in everything to their husbands. 25 Husbands, love your 
wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26 that he might 
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 so 
that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle 
or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 
 
It was of the greatest shame for a husband in those days to present his wife to others as 
impure, not a virgin. This would cause the greatest pain for a man to not be able to 
present her in this way to the guests 
 
Ex.  Why Joseph was worried about Mary’s pregnancy 

 
3.  The Supper & Exchanging of Vows 
 
John 14:3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 
you to myself, that where I am you may be also. *This is a rapture verse for we 
see in Revelation 19:11 that when Jesus returns He comes with…19:14 And the 
armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on 
white horses.  It is the very same clothing as the Bride wears! 
 

This day is coming!  Are you ready to meet Him when He comes?  

 



At the very end of the Presentation Period when all of the guests had come and met the 
bride as the Bridegroom spent those days presenting her to all of the guests, there 
would be a final celebrative meal called the “marriage supper” and then they would 
exchange vows before consummating the marriage. 
  
A Biblical picture of this from Jesus life is seen in John 2:1 On the third day there was 
a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus also 
was invited to the wedding with his disciples.  
 
At the marriage supper, the friend of the bridegroom (best man) would take the hand of 
the bride and put it in the hand of the Bridegroom and they would say their final vows 
and then go to consummate the marriage in the marriage bed. 
 

The Ceremony in that final hour following the meal was the key event.  
 Everything was leading up to the exchanging of vows. 

 
After Jesus’ 2nd Coming, when He is on the earth again, this is when it is most likely that  
the Marriage Supper will take place, for it is a marriage/wedding feast that is 
announced, not the Bridegroom coming to get the Bride and bring her to His house for 
this happens in the Rapture.  Revelation 19:11 shows the armies of heaven coming 
with Him, not going to Him.   
 
All of this indicates, that the marriage supper is now at hand in the text.  This then, 
according to Jewish custom, is 3rd phase.  This is the event in the text that is about to 
happen, which again, I think assumes the rapture as happened earlier in the 2nd stage 
when the Bridegroom comes to take the bride to his home and he presents her. 
 
The Wedding Feast is being announced here and this 3rd piece is the focus in the text 
that is announced and about to start. 
This moment will lead not only The Bride to offer unending praise for the Bridegroom, 
but also all of the guests to worship Him.  
 
 
 

We will stand astounded at His love  
for a once unworthy bride,  

who has been made clean by the blood  
and work of the Bridegroom Lamb. 

 
Betrothal period began in eternity past  

Presentation began with rapture and in heaven 
Ceremony Comes in Millennial Reign on earth 

Consummated in our Eternal state of glory forever in new heaven and 
earth! 

 
 “has come,” 



At this moment, God’s plan for the ages is complete and celebrated. Ever since man 
sinned in the Garden of Eden, God already had a plan in place and that plan has been 
working to reconcile man back into fellowship with Him. This “has come” is the moment 
when the great celebration begins. 
 
It will be the most special moment in all the history of creation! It will be the moment 
when the Lamb of God and His bride and guests uniquely celebrate the return of Jesus 
and this special relationship with Him! 

 
 
 The Groom is the Focus 

Did you notice that at this wedding, the groom, and not the bride, is 
the center of attention?  
Down here, everything is on hold until they start playing the wedding march and the 
bride, the center of attention, makes her way down the aisle. In heaven’s plan, things 
are different!  It’s not the bride, but it is the groom, the Lord Jesus Who is the center of 
attention!  
 
If that happened here, there would be some angry women! However, over there, it won’t 
matter in the least!  
 

In fact, in the Father’s infinite wise plan -   
it will be the bride herself  

who gives the Bridegroom the most attention! 
Q:  Who is the Bridegroom? 
 Jesus as the Bridegroom 

Matthew 9:15 And Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding guests mourn as long as 
the bridegroom is with them? The days will come when the bridegroom is taken 
away from them, and then they will fast. 

He is telling the 12 that as long as he is with them they are to celebrate and then fast when 

the Bridegroom (me) is gone. 

 

 
John 1:29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the 
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's 
voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. 30 He must increase, but I must 
decrease.” 
John sees himself as the friend of the Bridegroom and Jesus as the Bridegroom.  John 
says that in this period that he had to decrease and Jesus must increase. 
 
 
 
 



Q:  How is all of this playing out in our lives? Is Jesus, like in John’s life, ever 
increasing while we are becoming less and less? 
**This desire to decrease is a mark of maturity!** 
 
Q:  Do you and I speak, post, etc. more about us and the things of this earth, or 
do we do all of that for Him? 
 
John had been the spiritual leader in Israel.   Luke 7:28 I tell you, among those born 
of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of 
God is greater than he.” 
 
John loved hearing the voice of Jesus for he knew the absolute must it had to be to see 
Jesus become more prominent.  John called this moment of transition from himself to 
Jesus as “joy of mine”, because he wanted to get lost in the ever-increasing focus on 
Jesus. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


