
Moving Forward as a People of Christ 
Nehemiah 8 

 

 Introduction 
For about a month now, I have had some things stirring in my heart and I have just let 
them percolate there until the right time for them to be poured out.  I needed them to 
really get settled in me before they were spoken.  Actually they are not new words I 
have communicated, but freshly experienced and seen.  It is was not until my trip 
overseas until I felt like it was time to share them and these things will be the focus of 
our time today.  I shared these with the leadership group overseas. 
 
We will finish Revelation 20 next week and then onto the rest of the book. 
 
These thoughts have been developing over time and have primarily come from my 
experience and perspective with our Christian life in the Western world.  When you look 
at the church in the West, in which we are a part of, there are two clear and distinctive 
things that are impacting church life now and will so even more in the years to come.   
 
These two great challenges we are facing in regard to influence and shaping are 
important to understand so we can aware and prepared for what is definitely coming on 
stronger and stronger in the western world.   
 
So, I would like to begin our time by way of introducing these two critical barriers in 
regard to the church moving forward as the people of Christ.  There is an external 
challenge and an internal one that we must come to grips with.  
 
A great failure in the western church is that our faith is lived too often by the things we 
see, not by the things that are unseen. 2 Corinthians 4:16  So we do not lose 
heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day 
by day. 17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight 
of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are seen but 
to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the 
things that are unseen are eternal. 
Because we have lost spiritual sight, we live in pursuit of the things that are transient 
and not for the things that are eternal. 
  
This spiritual battle of the universe is the very realm of our lives and without eyes of faith 
and living prepared we will not live it out successfully. 
 
Ephesians 6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11 Put on the 
whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the 
devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly places. 
 
 First – External Challenge – Radical Islam 



We don’t see this as much in the Bible Belt, but I know in some places in America this 
pressure is real.  The significant place of this is in Western Europe.   
 
Three key things to know concerning Radical Islam: 
(1) They see Islam not as Spiritual but more as an external submission to Allah 
(2) Full acceptance of Muhammad’s teaching 
(3) Strict acceptance and seeking to implement Sharia law 
 
  Demographic Shift 
The Western World has seen a dramatic shift in population in that those who are of 
Western heritage are having fewer children, while those whose heritage is from the 
Eastern part of the world there has been a population explosion that is unprecedented.   
 
If a nation wants to keep its population the same, then there must be 2.1 births per 
couple and in the USA we are at that 2.1 rate.  It is not so in other places.  Listen to 
these realities in other parts of the world: 

• Greece – 1.3 per couple 
• Italy – 1.2 per couple 
• Spain – 1.1 per couple 
• Canada – 1.38 per couple 
• Europe – 1.38 per couple 
• Japan 1.32 per couple 
• Russian – 1.14 per couple 
• Muslims in those countries I mentioned – 3.5 per couple – almost double 

 
In Europe, there is the reality that in the 21st century that some of the nations will 
become predominantly Muslim nations and no longer the European nations as we 
currently know now them. 
 
There are 46 Muslim nations on the earth right now and only 3 of them would be 
considered free.  We have all seen that with Radical Islam there is no toleration of 
differences between them Western nations, only a deep hate.   
 
This influence in the West of the growing influence of Radical Islam is not going to go 
away regardless of America’s economic and military might.  It is here too stay.  Don’t be 
fooled, we will not be able to eradicate this ever expanding movement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Second – Internal Challenge – Accommodation to Culture 
We have all seen it in one varying degree or another, the world’s thinking has invaded 
far too many churches and denominations, which has led to so much being lost in this 



allowance of the culture invasion of accommodation.  The only thing we can 
accurately call this internal shift is Accommodation.   
 
When the church functions by the model of Accommodation, then there are 4 things that 
take place in every instance concerning accommodation: 
(1) Accommodation flows from the Abandonment of Scripture 
 
(2) Accommodation shifts the church from its uniqueness to blendedness (looks 
the same as culture) – We become no longer a lighted city on the hill for all to see and 
give glory to our God!  
 
(3) Accommodation disconnects us from Historical Christianity – 2017 is the 500 
yr. anniversary of the Reformation, which was birthed from the abuses of another time 
where cultural accommodation was dominant.  The basis of that history changing reform 
led the church back to scripture and living uniquely in the culture.   
 
(4) Accommodation in time bears the fruit of Narcissism – the worship of self. 
This is the only result in the church when we lose sight of Christ and His Word is the 
worship of self.  Nothing can remain but a focus on self.  Unfortunately narcissism 
dominates the cultural landscape and has drifted into our relationship with Christ.  
  
 Example of the Deception in the Spiritual Battle 
The understanding and application of God’s Word is not ever dependent on a cultural 
understanding for His Word transcends culture every time, no exceptions. What is 
spoken in scripture is applicable in Nepal just as it is here in Texas.  One such example 
is our equating the American dream as God’s main way of affirming His will in our lives.   
 
We often here within American Christianity equate God’s blessing with material 
blessing.  In fact, we just have a hard time separating this mindset. You hear it at times 
in the language that indicates that God is really at work when we have more money and 
we are able to get more stuff.  Now, God obviously can and does bless financially but to 
indicate that this is the surest way of His hand moving in our lives is a false leg to stand 
on.  I have just come back from a place where if God’s primary will is the blessing of 
material things, then God has permanently forgotten that land as it is not just seen there 
nor is it going to be seen.  In Scripture, blessing is seen mainly in the unseen things of 
faith, not the seen. 
 
 
Q: What are we to do to ensure we don’t lose sight of Biblical 
Christianity and subtly drift from a Biblical understanding of 
scripture? 
I would like to today show us how you get things settled so that the moving forward is 
tied truly to the Scripture and our time will take us back to a significant moment in the 
life of Israel in the latter part of the Old Testament. 
 
 Josiah – The Last Great King                                                                                                                                                                  
2 Chronicles 34:1 Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he 



reigned thirty-one years in Jerusalem. 2 And he did what was right in the eyes of 
the Lord, and walked in the ways of David his father; and he did not turn aside to 
the right hand or to the left. 3 For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet 
a boy, he began to seek the God of David his father, and in the twelfth year he 
began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of the high places, the Asherim, and the 
carved and the metal images. 
 
2 Chronicles 34:8 Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had cleansed 
the land and the house, he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, and Maaseiah the 
governor of the city, and Joah the son of Joahaz, the recorder, to repair the house 
of the Lord his God. 
 
2 Chronicles 34:14 While they were bringing out the money that had been brought 
into the house of the Lord, Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law of the 
Lord given through Moses. 15 Then Hilkiah answered and said to Shaphan the 
secretary, “I have found the Book of the Law in the house of the Lord.” And 
Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan. 16 Shaphan brought the book to the king, and 
further reported to the king, “All that was committed to your servants they are 
doing. 17 They have emptied out the money that was found in the house of the 
Lord and have given it into the hand of the overseers and the workmen.” 18 Then 
Shaphan the secretary told the king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” 
And Shaphan read from it before the king. 
19 And when the king heard the words of the Law, he tore his clothes.   
 
2 Chronicles 34:20 And the king commanded Hilkiah, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, 
Abdon the son of Micah, Shaphan the secretary, and Asaiah the king's servant, 
saying, 21 “Go, inquire of the Lord for me and for those who are left in Israel and 
in Judah, concerning the words of the book that has been found. For great is the 
wrath of the Lord that is poured out on us, because our fathers have not kept the 
word of the Lord, to do according to all that is written in this book.” 
 
The setting of Josiah’s Reform took place in the remaining years of the 7th Century 
before Christ and things were once again very bad in every kind of way.  It had been 
nearly 100 years since Judah had a leader who walked with God under King Hezekiah.  
Josiah’s grandfather (Manasseh) and father (Amon) had no heart for God and temple 
life was non-existent.  On top of it all, the Scripture had been lost and idol worship filled 
the land.  What would God do?  Once again, he does something unusual, he raises up 
an 8 year old to sit on the throne of Judah and at his young age, Josiah has a heart for 
God. 
 
Sometime around 642 B.C., while 16 years old, “he began to seek the God of David his 
father”.  We have all seen young teenagers who have such a great heart for God and 
are wise beyond their years.  It is highly possible that at his young age he had 
witnessed the sinful nature of his father or maybe he had heard the preaching of 
Jeremiah and that had had a profound effect upon him. 
 
At age 20, he began to destroy the idols that filled the land.  He was a young man of 
passion and spiritual fidelity. 



 
Here are the key things that were connected to Josiah’s reforms: 
(1) Seeker of God’s Ways (34:3) 
(2) Purged the Land of Idols (34:3-7) 
He participated in this process of getting rid of all of the idols as he did not just send 
others out to do the work. 
(3) Rebuild the Temple (34:8-13) 
It had been around 75 years since the Temple had been used and had really fallen 
apart.  They rebuilt with passion and a precise nature to get every bit of the worship life 
of the nation back in order. 
(4) Recovery of Scripture (34:14-19) 
This was the greatest thing that happened under in this revival.  Shaphan likely read to 
Josiah at the very least the end of Deuteronomy.  Though the book had been technically 
“lost”, God’s Word never will be bound or done away with.  The Bible will always exist 
and remain no matter what kings or governments do. 
 
 What Brought the Most Significant Change? 
Notice that what changed Josiah dramatically was when the Word of God was read to 
him.  As it fell upon his fertile heart, his heart was pierced and broken that Judah had 
strayed so far from God’s plan for them.  The news was frightening at first to Josiah and 
he buckled under the weight of it.  Q: When was the last time you and I 
buckled under the weight of God’s Word?   
 
He immediately sends for other leaders to seek God in regard to how they would now 
proceed. 
 
Eventually, the book was read to all of the people and when it was read, these people 
where hearing the Words of the Lord for the first time in their lives. 
 
(5) Brokenness over Sin (34:27) 
As they stood there listening to the Words of the Lord, this marked the movement to the 
depth of deep revival that would come.  The people where disgusted with their sin, but it 
would set the stage for a great revival in the land. 
(6) A New Covenant (34:31-32) 
The people were called to make a commitment to walk in God’s word from that day 
forward and at the Passover, they mark once again a significant milestone in the reform. 
 
  
 The Next 4 Kings 
Unfortunately as was often the pattern for the nation, the subsequent four kings after 
Josiah all did evil in the eyes of the Lord and eventually Nebuchadnezzar comes into 
the land and Judah is first exiled in Babylon and then in Persia for a total of 70 years.  
Gone from the land God has promised would be theirs, yet at the same time He told 
them all along that it would go well if they would walk in His commandments.   
 



In time though, God moves in the heart of a Persian king and just as God promised 
would happen, the nation begins the process of coming back and resettling the land.  
This took place in 3 waves: 
(1) Zerubbabel – rebuilding of the Temple 
(2) Ezra – focus on the Word 
(3) Nehemiah – rebuilding of the walls and the city of Jerusalem. 
During this 3rd phase, something very unique happens that reveals what is necessary 
for a people to get things right and move forward with God in the manner that pleases 
Him.  The nation’s history had enough evidence of how awful it was to turn from God & 
go your own way.  These 3 leaders were instrumental in their calling the nation back to 
Yahweh and away from what Jeremiah had so faithfully preached to Judah the word he 
received from God in this passage: 
Jeremiah 2:12 Be appalled, O heavens, at this; be shocked, be utterly desolate, 
declares the Lord, 13 for my people have committed two evils: they have 
forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for 
themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water. 
 
This brings us today to… 
 Nehemiah 8:1-7 
The text today finds us in this 3rd and final phase of resettling the promised land after 
the Babylonian and Persian captivities.  These 3 phases were critical periods in how the 
nation would move forward from their past, in their present, & into the future.  Though 
the resettling took a number of decades to be completed, there was a single day where 
a stake was put into the ground that would serve to be the catalyst for moving forward in 
the right way. 
 
What we read in the text here in Nehemiah 8 had not been seen in Israel for 200 years 
since the reign of King Josiah and all of his reforms in the nation to God and the Word.   
As we said, in his reign the Law had been lost and was found again in the temple as it 
was being restored and after it was found the scribe Shaphan read to Josiah what had 
discovered.  That finding led the nation to understand and walk with God once again.  
 
In Nehemiah 8, we are 200 years after the revival and reformation under Josiah where 
Judah had the last God-centered and Word-centered focus before the exile. Think of 
that for a moment, God’s chosen people had not worshiped Him together with 
authenticity for 200 years.  A lot gets lost in 200 years and a lot needs to get settled.   
 
Our text reveals a day of revival and reformation once again in the nation, the last one 
until John the Baptist is baptizing people in the Jordan River.  
 
This is a God ordained day as He is at work among the people to establish them once 
again in His Word.  What is revealed here is not something that is orchestrated by man 
for this is not Ezra, Nehemiah, or the Levites work - it clearly shows that God is reviving 
the nation after their return. God comes down in blessing and pours out His Spirit upon 
them once again. 
 
 Time Frame of Nehemiah 8 



• Ninety years before this moment, Zerubbabel led the first group of exiles back 
from back to Jerusalem and he led the rebuilding of the temple.  

• It's been seventy years since the completion of the second temple.  
• It's been thirteen years since the return of Ezra and his ministry in the temple. 
• Nehemiah has been back in the city…well, he left Babylon six months prior to 

this passage putting the date is somewhere in the middle of September. 
• In 445BC Nehemiah has been back for around 4-5 months. The temple has long 

since been completed. Now the wall — this civil engineering project that 
Nehemiah has been engaged in — is now complete in 52 days. 

 
Its completion sees the finish of three significant things: the temple, the Word, & the 
restoration of the city.  
 
 
 
Let’s see these key principles on this day of reform that are critical for a church. 
 
They have been back in the land for a number of decades and since they are back, they 
understand that they have got to get it together in regard to God’s glory and His Word. 
 
They needed a reminder of the Ancient Paths that bring life.  You cannot find life away 
from the path, but by walking in the path.  The steps we see today are non-negotiable 
realities for a people of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Gather as One – Necessity of Unity – 8:1a  
Nehemiah 8:1a And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the 
Water Gate.  
The context of Nehemiah 8 introduces us to a significant change in the story of the 
resettling of Judah.  The people have been victorious with the help of God and under 
the leadership of Nehemiah to finish the rebuilding of the wall around Jerusalem in just 
52 days once they started even though they had tremendous opposition to the work. 
 
This remarkable feat leads them to gather as one person in great unity before the Water 
Gate.  So, the first thing to notice is how the people assembled as “one man” and that 
there was no division amongst the people.  Division from God and one another have 
time and again done them in as a nation and those false ways must be abandoned. 



 
One of the things God always does when He revives and awakens people is that He 
Restores Unity among His people.  They get right with one another if there is strife.  
 
This has always been true of every great revival that we see in scripture or in history. 
When the Holy Spirit awakens the church, it covers and encompasses gender, race, & 
socio-economic status.  When awakened, the church will come together for prayer, to 
study the Word, to serve together, and in the midst of this movement God’s activity 
draws the church to great unity.   
 
Wherever people are unified, God always seems to bless in unique ways.  
 
What can we learn from 8:1?  What implications can we take away? 
 
 Before I Went to Nepal 
I needed to make sure my life was ready to go and be on mission with Him.  One of 
those aspects was that I had to check my heart to make sure that in my heart I was right 
with others.  You can’t serve effectively in any setting but especially in a foreign setting 
in communicating the hope of the Gospel when you know things aren’t right with others 
in our lives.  I wanted to make sure in my heart this was squared away in my life. 
 
Let me remind us of several things Jesus & Paul communicated… 
Matthew 5:23 So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that 
your brother has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the altar 
and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. 
(even if you are not in the wrong, this is an action to take) 
 
 
Matthew 18:15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between 
you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.  
 
 
 
The reality is this for each of us, we must look in our own hearts and intentionally & 
individually forgive anybody who has hurt us, especially in the body of Christ, 
and seek reconciliation with that person.  It does not matter the clever excuse we 
can muster up or clean up so that we feel justified in holding onto unforgiveness – 
regardless, we are to forgive and let it go.  There is not one verse in the Bible where we 
are encouraged to hold onto unforgiveness to anyone.  For a church, its effectiveness at 
times will depend on this practice.  Let it go and remove yourself from the prison of your 
own making. 
 
Peter wondered about this once and asked Jesus this…Matthew 18:21 Then Peter 
came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I 
forgive him? As many as seven times?” 21 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you 
seven times, but seventy-seven times.  Peter asks a how many times do I let this go 
on and continue to forgive and he has a number in mind – 7 times and from our fleshly 
side that is a lot.  Jesus is not being literal here by saying that 490 is the exact number 



but is emphasizing the necessity to forgive and remain in relationship with a “brother” 
(family term).  
 
Where and when unity thrives, you will find God’s blessing.  Where you find 
unforgiveness – you will find gossip, strife, confusion & division.  Where unforgiveness 
is allowed to remain you will also find the enemy stirring up things.   
 
Paul advised us in this are with these words…Ephesians 4:26 Be angry and do not 
sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the 
devil.  
 
Therefore, we must labor together to keep the unity of the Spirit as declared by Paul… 
Ephesians 4:3 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and 
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
As we see them here in Nehemiah 8, they have gathered on the first day of the seventh 
month, which was the Jewish New Year’s Day.  This is an important month for them as 
they celebrated the Feast of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and the Feast of 
Tabernacles.  
 
Truthfully, those celebrations made the timing ideal for a brad new start as they 
got their lives, their relationships and their nation right with God.  
 
As they gathered as “one man”, they did so ready to hear, submit, and understand 
God’s Word. 
 
They met before the “Water Gate”, which we should note, that in the Scripture water is 
at times a symbol God’s Word. 
 
 
 People Long for the Word – 8:1b 
8:1b And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the 
LORD had commanded Israel.   
 
Q:  What does their unity lead them to desire?  Recognition? More 
Blessing? Possessions? Peace? Etc.? 
 
 
 Accurately Assess the Necessity 
Again, they know exactly what has been the main issue as they have assessed the 
highest necessity for the day – aligning their lives with the Word.  They have to get back 
to this being the highest yearning and priority of their lives.  Though they have been 
back there is still this necessity that must take place.  They have got to put a stake in 
their ground to both affirm and say to one another that this path will become their path.   
 



People who have unity can long for a lot of things together but here their unity moves 
them to long for what had been the problem all along – the forgetting of God and His 
Word (Commands). 
 
 
 They Long for the Word 
Their unity leads them to desire something fascinating, which again indicates that the 
presence and power of God was moving and shaping the people.  They ask Ezra to 
bring the book of the Law, which is likely Deuteronomy and to have him read it to them 
out loud.  They want to sit under the Word of God and have the words fall on them.  
They long for truth to be alive and well in their midst. 
 
 
 Not a Magic Book 
Some people I think see the Bible as a kind of magical book that changes us just 
because we read it.  I have known many people who did not know God at all and were 
seeking truth, read the Bible, asked questions, etc., to only after all of that still not come 
to faith in Christ.  It is not a magical book, but it is a book of life for those who know 
Christ.    
 
 
 Meant to be Understood 
The reality concerning God’s scripture is that when we seek understanding, it begins to 
enter our minds and hearts and begins the life transformation desperately needed after 
true faith has occurred. The word, “understanding” (3x) or “understood” (2x) is 
used 5 times in this chapter, which shows that the Bible is not meant to be confusing, 
but to be understood. 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 Centering the Home on Understanding – Fathers & Studying 
Nehemiah 8:13 On the second day the heads of fathers' houses of all the people, 
with the priests and the Levites, came together to Ezra the scribe in order to 
study the words of the Law. 14 And they found it written in the Law that the Lord 
had commanded by Moses that the people of Israel should dwell in booths during 
the feast of the seventh month,  
In Nehemiah 8:13ff we see that on the next day the fathers of the households all came 
back to meet with the priests and Levites to study the Words of the Law.  Once they did, 
they found more things in regard to how they were to live out their faith.  What often 
happens in our lives is that once we understand and begin to really experience the 
power of God’s Word, it fosters a desire to know more and what ends up happening is 
that more and more truth is discovered that transforms how we live. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 People Long for the Word 



So instead of waiting to hear what Ezra wanted to read or preach on, “they told Ezra 
the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had commanded 
Israel”.  They tell Ezra to just give us the Words of God for they had had enough of 
man’s fruitless and empty weak words.     
  
 
 The Spirit Already at Work 
I think what this reveals to us is that there is no doubt that the Holy Spirit was at work 
even before Ezra read one Word out loud. It is not a normal response for people to 
come together as one man for the things of God unless the Holy Spirit is moving in 
them.  We just don’t naturally desire the Word like we see here unless the Spirit is 
stirring the mind and hearts of those people.  A whole nation is being stirred and it is an 
amazing scene! 
 
Not only is this desire strong evidence of the Spirit’s ministry, but they wanted to go 
further than just hearing the Word, for they were ready to obey and align their lives with 
whatever the Word would say to them.   
 

They were not coming together to resist the Word,  
but to also get in in line with it. 

Q: Does that desire mark our approach to the teaching ministry of the church? 
 
For Christ to do a great work among a church/life group, we must agree to embrace & 
follow what we are instructed in the Word.  
 

A strong emphasis on God’s Word 
is a primary mark of spiritual renewal. 

 
  Deep Church 
Q:  What is a deep church?  Here we see one of the most key 
characteristics of a group of people where you find Biblical depth among them.  
Churches are made up of so many facets, but one of the most key things that should 
mark the church is their view of God’s Word and how they respond to it.  Some kind of 
response to the Word marks every church, no matter the denomination. 
 
 4 Types of Responses to the Word in a Church 
1.  Leadership and the Congregation both say “No” to the Word - Liberal denominations. 
2.  Leadership says “No” to the Word while the congregation says “Yes”. 
3.  Leadership says “yes” and the congregation does not want the Word. 
4.  Leadership and congregation both say “yes” to the Word – that is Deep Church. 
 
They longed for the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had commanded 
Israel.   
 
 
 



 
 Leaders Brings the Word before the People – 8:2 
8:2 So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men and 
women and all who could understand what they heard, on the first day of the 
seventh month. 
 
Ezra was the perfect man to lead the nation in this task. He had come to Jerusalem 14 
years before Nehemiah and was a priest, scholar, and teacher of the Law.  Ezra 7:10 
gives us some insight into what kind of man he was: “For Ezra had set his heart to 
study the Law of the Lord, and to do it and to teach his statutes and rules in 
Israel”.   

• Ezra set his heart to study the scripture. “set his heart to study the Law” 
There are lots of things to study, but none greater that God’s Word! 

• Ezra looked for ways to apply the Bible to his life – “and to do it”   
• Ezra invested in & taught it to others – “to teach his statutes and rules in 

Israel” 
This is such a great verse for anyone in whom God has placed the desire to teach. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 No Rushing the Reading of Scripture – 8:3ab 
8:3ab And he read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early 
morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who 
could understand.  
 
 
 The Aim - Understanding 
Again as a reminder, five times in Nehemiah 8 the word understand/understood is 
used…(8:2, 3, 7, 8, 12) 
 

The aim was for understanding. 
We are to deeply desire understanding. 

 
Understanding comes from an intentional taking of time to walk through the scriptures 
for understanding.  This is a big part of the W4 process.  One chapter a week to chew 
on it and get out of it everything that we can pull out to know and apply. 
 
Nehemiah 8:3 tells us that he started reading at dawn and read until lunchtime. “From 
early morning” means “from the light”.  This means they got up early in time to be 



there at the Water Gate.  They gathered from the time the sun came up to hear God’s 
Word. They were willing to sacrifice something to hear it for they wanted the scripture to 
fall on them.  They listened to the Word of God for around six hours, plus when we read 
a bit further, we see from Nehemiah 8:18 that this continued for a week. 
Nehemiah 8:18 And day by day, from the first day to the last day, he read from the 
Book of the Law of God. They kept the feast seven days, and on the eighth day 
there was a solemn assembly, according to the rule. 
 
 Watch the Pace of our Lives 
The pace of our life or even our culture should never be a factor in our time with God’s 
Word.  Truthfully, the faster and the more hectic our life becomes, the more you and I 
need to be in the Word. 
 
The people made the time to get things right as they started to move forward as a 
nation. 
 
 
 in the presence of the men and the women and those who could 
 understand.  
Notice the words – they not only say men and women but also “those who could 
understand” which strongly implies children, those who were old enough to understand 
the Word of God.  The Gospel calls children to walk with Him in understanding as well. 
 
 
 
 People Chose to Be Attentive – 8:3c 
8:3c And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law.  
 

This is a choice, a discipline  
that must be decided on for each person. 

 
And, they didn’t just let the Words fall upon deaf ears, but rather they “listened 
attentively”.  Hearing and understanding the Words of God was the very reason they 
came so as they came, they made the choice to be attentive and set their mind to hear 
the life Words of God.   
 
It is one of the greatest things a teacher of the Word experiences when people embrace 
this discipline and long to hang on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 
 
 
 
 
 Purpose Behind Preaching – 8:4a 
8:4a And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had made for the 
purpose.  



A pulpit had been built for the occasion, and one where fourteen people could stand on 
the occasion. This likely took some time to build and put together.  They did this so they 
could see and hear him better.  The purpose of the construction was so that people 
could hear in the best way possible. 
 
Even in the building of the platform for the day, it reveals that they understood there is 
to be a primary purpose to the teaching ministry of the church. 
 
 
 
 Surrounded by Godly Men Who Affirm the Purpose – 8:4b 
8:4b And beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and 
Maaseiah on his right hand, and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, 
Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left hand.  
Thirteen men stood with Ezra while he read from the platform.  On his right hand were 6 
men and 7 more on his left side.  Their presence around him communicated that they 
were in support of this ministry of reading God’s Word and aligning themselves with it.  
 
Q: Why gather corporately on a consistent basis?  One of the main reasons is that 
we all need to be reminded that in the Scripture we see Christ and be reminded that life 
is found in obedience to His Word.  
 
This support communicated that what would take place on that day really mattered and 
was of the utmost importance.   
 Posture Toward the Scripture – 8:5 
8:5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all 
the people, and as he opened it all the people stood.  
 
When Ezra opened the book in Nehemiah 8:5, the people honored God by standing up. 
By doing this, the people were indicating that they knew this was not just a man 
speaking; they were about to hear the very Words of God and that reality is a really big 
deal. 
 
 Layers of Depth in this text – We have… 

• Witnessed the people’s desire and reverence for God in that they asked Ezra to 
bring out the Book of the Law and teach it to them.  

• Witnessed how they listened to the Word of God from “daybreak till noon”.   
• Witnessed their discipline in their attentiveness. 
• Witnessed now how they stood for 6 hours. 

 
As Ezra opened the book, everyone stood up.  
  
 2 Things are Happening Here: 
1.  Deep Respect for the Word 
 
2.  Posture reflects the inner reality of the heart.  
 



When there is revival happening, people tend to have a tremendous reverence for the 
Word of God. In a moment, we see this reverence for His Word in how they respond 
with both weeping and rejoicing in… 
 
 
 Weeping Over God’s Word 
Nehemiah 8:9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and 
scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is 
holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as 
they heard the words of the Law. 
 
 Rejoicing Over Understanding God’s Word 
Nehemiah 8:12 And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to send 
portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the words 
that were declared to them. 
  
The pastor/small group leader should have the Word handy so that those who have 
come to listen able to see that what is being communicated comes straight out of the 
text.   
 
 
 
 Corporate Worship Grounded in the Word – 8:6 
8:6 And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, 
“Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped 
the LORD with their faces to the ground.  
 

**What we see here happened after the reading of the Word** 
It is the response to God’s word! 

 
 
 Aspects of Corporate Worship 
 
 Pastor/preacher role 
1.  Blessed the Lord – He exalted God the highest 
**The greatest role of the preacher – exalt the glory of God 
 
 
 
 People’s Role 
1. Answer the exaltation of Christ in the Word - and all the people 
answered, 
 
2. Use their voice in a Spirit of Agreement - “Amen, Amen,” 



Amen means “so be it” God.  Our response each week is to say to Him and to one 
another, “let’s let this be true in our lives”.   
 
No one fell asleep in this service as everyone listened attentively and everyone 
responded. 
 
3.  Expressions of Worship 

• Lift Hands – A Lifting 
 

• Bow in humility – A Bowing 
 
 

A lifting and bowing should happen  
every time we worship Christ! 

 
 
 
 
 
 Progression of their Posture 

• The people went from sitting to standing.  
• Then, they raised their hands,  
• Shouted out their agreement by saying “Amen”  
• Then they bowed down and worshipped by putting their faces to the ground.  

 
The anticipation of hearing the Bible in a way that they could understand completely 
captivated them. Can you see them in your mind?  They were zeroed in, 
focused, and personally prepared to hear from God. 
 
***Notice that though these Words they were hearing were written around 1,000 
years before, they saw them as relevant and necessary for their present time.  Be 
very careful to not see the Bible as merely an ancient book, but rather we must 
see it as an always “fresh” and “alive” book.*** 
 
Jeremiah 6:16 Stand by the roads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths, where 
the good way is; and walk in it, and find rest for your souls. 
These “ancient paths” walked in obedience to God’s Word are the only ones that will 
bring rest for you soul! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 First Small Group Leaders 
7a Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, 
Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites,  
Here are the names of the first small group leaders in the Bible. 
 
 
 
 The Purpose of Small Groups 
helped the people to understand the Law, while the people remained in their 
places. 8 They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave 
the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 
 
In Nehemiah 8:7-8, the Levites join Ezra in helping to instruct the people. They “gave 
the sense, so that the people understood the reading”. 
 
 In His role as Priest & scribe, Ezra did three things: 
1.  Invested in Others 
He had to have poured his life into these men so they would understand the law of God. 
 
 
2.  Got Copies of the Scripture in their hands 
Ezra was called a scribe and a priest, as seen in Nehemiah 8:1-2. As a scribe, he 
meticulously copied the Scripture, and as a priest, he studied and taught it.  Ezra had 
devoted his life to studying, copying, and teaching the Scripture. 
 
 
3.  Explain the Scriptures in Practical Ways 
The ESV translates this verse really well and the meaning of what was taking place was 
exposition. They were expounding the Scriptures.  It was exegetical teaching – 
sentence by sentence. 
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They intentionally helped and made sure the listeners would know how to flesh out 
God’s truth in their own lives. They got in among the people and possibly, when there 
was a break in the reading, they would answer questions from the people and told them 
how to apply the Law.  
 
The Life Group setting at Lifepointe should be a place where we should be able to ask 
questions, wrestle with application, and encourage each other with how the Scriptures 
are transforming our lives.  We do not want them to be where you just sit there and 
listen again to someone.  Sunday morning is a different kind of proclamation and 
teaching. 
 
These mean helped the people understand the Word and the only way to do that is to 
talk it through as you look at it the text. 
 
 Large Group and Face to Face Setting 
On this day, there was both a public proclamation/reading of the Word in a large setting 
and the face-to-face interaction of a small group. 
 
 
 
 
 The Necessity at this Moment 
No doubt, many of the Jews while their were living in Babylon and Persia for over 140 
years had lost their Hebrew language and were now speaking Aramaic.  Therefore, the 
Levites might have had to even explain the passages into Aramaic and then explain the 
meaning as many of them were getting reacquainted with Hebrew.  At that point, it had 
been 1000 years since Moses wrote the law. 
 
 
 
 
 Q:  Why do this? 
Ezra and the Levites were called to teach the Word of God and to stir up the people’s 
love and affection for God’s Word. This activity we see here is nothing new for it has 
happened with every great awakening from God.  
 
When God awakens a people & revival comes in and among them, God will always 
raise up people who have been devoted to the studying and teaching of God’s Word.  
He will place in key roles to teach and equip God’s people. 
 
God still speaks through His Word and His Word is the sword of the Spirit and the bread 
that sustains our life and that is why it must be the driving force in all the church does. 
 
When a person or church loses confidence in God’s Word or fails to understand it, then 
what will inevitably happen is that almost anything else will fill the void.   
 



This is also why the teaching of the Bible must be accurate. A gifted speaker can make 
all kinds of interesting points, but if they are not accurately teaching what the passage is 
says, then they are not teaching the Bible accurately. It must be clear and small groups 
is the best way to get a lot of this right! 
 
But if we want to disciple a community of people, then reading, explaining & applying 
the bible must be front and center of what we do.  Everything flows out of this critical 
and important task. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Scripture as the Sole Foundation of the Message 
Ezra did not create a message to suit his audience, he used the scripture as the sole 
foundation that had already been given by God.  We call this expositional teaching.  
This is where you come to the scripture and allow the scripture to determine the 
message. 
 
 
 He Promises to Bless His Word 
God has not promised to bless any and every preacher/teachers’ word, but He has 
promised to bless His Word.  
 
When God uses someone when a spiritual awakening happens, He just about every 
time finds someone who is already devoted to the study of Scripture.  Here God called 
Ezra and the Levites, who had been prepared in the quiet place of study, to bless and 
lead others. 
 
When there is a great move of God, be it in a local church, a community, or in a nation it 
first starts with individuals who have devoted themselves in the secret place to set 
people free from depression, worry, anxieties, and the bondage of habitual sins.  
 
Like with Ezra and the Levites, God is always seeking faithful teachers to help stir up 
awakening. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


